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Englands chief Leſſon and Duty 
In this ſad time of 


VISITATION. 


Waerein is contained , 
I. oA Catalogue and Cclktion of all the particular capital Sins mentioned 
in Scripture, whereby ſometimes Princes, and ſometins:s People, have 
Wo - God to inflift this ſore Judgment wpon 4 Nation. 
2. Anthers opinion and judgment, for which and why it , that this un- 
parallel 'd Viſitation is now laid upon 4, 
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Confideration. 


- | EcCcLas. VII. 14. 


In the day of Proſperity be Joyful, but in the day 
of Adverſity Conſider. 


T's ehe Wiſemans obſervation before, 
Chap. 3.1. That to every thing there ts 
) 4 —_—_ a tim to every purpoſe under 
2 «the Sun : particularly, verſ. 4. there 
 &s ny he) « tim: to weep, and a tine 
y t0langh ; a time to monrn, and a time to 
dance. And reaſon good that it ſhonld 
be ſo; for ſeeing that mans preſenc 
condition is ſubje& to many and fre- 
quent aſrerations : our Life, like the Sea, ebbing and flowing, | 
and with the Air, being'now cloudy, and anon clear ; ſeeing (4) Seneca: 
1 that Nall« ſor: longa eft, as the (4) Tragedian (ayes very'truly, ,, ) Job __— 
b) We continue not long in one ftate 5 but (c) Sicut noftit & diet, ( Cartwright 
| £e$e> ſtatis viciſſundoeſt ; i. e. As the day hath the viciſ- in Eccles. 
A2 litade 
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The Preachers Precept 
ſitude of an evening and morning, and the year of a Winter 
and Summer ; ſo Health and Sickneſs, Peace 'and War, Pco- 
ſperity and Adverlicy interchangeably ſucceed each other, 
in this our earthly pilgrimage : whae cherefore is more rati- 
onal, fir, and natural, than that as our oneward condition is 
various and mutable , ſo likewiſe our inward diſpoſition of 
minde ſhould be anſwerable, and our fpiricual frame, be 
ſurable co our temporal Eſtate? This IT am ſure hath been the 
praice of the true ch:.ldren and ſervants of God: in all ages, 
who in dayes ef Affiigion and publick Calamity, alwayes 
ſoughtunto God with Prayers and Tears, with Faſting and Ha- 
miliation; and after Deliverance and Reſtauration, uſed eo ſer 
forth che glory of his Name with Anthems of joy auld exultation : 
chey wiſely and with due conſideration, imployed and exer- 
ciſed their hearts and tongues to utter before God, eirher 
Hoſanna's or Hallelnjahs, ſometimes Prayers, and ſometimes 
Prayſes, as occalion required. And as this was the Saints 
Prattice every where and in all apes; ſo *tis the Wiſcmans 
Precept here, In the day of proſperity be joyful, but, &c, Which 
lacrer clauſe I ſhall confine my Diſcourſe unto, as: conteining 
in few words, both very much, and very good ſeaſonable ad- 
vice for this ſadtime of Yi/itation. 
In che whole ſentence, though it may ſeem that there is not 

a dire& oppoſition in words and terms, yet we ſhall find the 
expreſhon'more empharical and didattical, than if ir had been 
ſo. The ®iſeman indeed does not ſay, In the time of proſperity 
be joyful, and inthe day of adverſity be ſorrowful, but' conſider - 
And the reaſon as I conceive is this, Berauſe outward ſorrow 
may be worldly and carnal, ſelfiſh and hypocritical, yeilding 
neither bonour nor glory to Gods haly Name, "nor yer any ad- 
vantage or comfort to the party affeed therewith : for men 
many timesare of « ſad countenance, and (as our bleſſed Sayi- 
our ſpeaks, Afatth. 6. 16.) de disfignre their faces on purpoſe that 
they may appear unto men to be ſerry, and there. is all. Bur an in- 
ward ind divine, a deep and religious conſideration never 
fails co bring forth the fruits and good effefts that - God ex- 
pes. This is that which makes 8 man enter into his Cloſer, 


that ſo he may commune with his own heart, hear his caſe tryed 
in 


inthe Court of Conſcience, humble bimſelfin duſt and aſhes, and 
poure forth his ſoul in ſecret to God ; z#ho never fails (asour 
Saviour there ſhes, verſ. 4,6,18.) not only toomn and regard, 
bue allo to crown and reward all ſuch ſecret als of devotion, openly. 
Whereas the Fiſeman therefore here dorh nor ſay, Be ſad and 
ſorrowful in the time of adverſity, but conſider; I conceive it is 
becauſe che expreſſion is much more emphatical, comprehen- 
live, and didattical (as I ſaid before) and doth indeed direly 
oint out, and plainly teach us, without any kind of circum- 
locution, what is the main duty char God expetts and requires 
at Our hands in times of Aﬀflition and Tribulation, ana rhac 
is to Copſider. Andtruly no wonder, for of The it may well be 
ſaid, that Ilgo" epsli Rez 5. e. virtually itis every good Duty + / 
For as much as we know that Self-examination, Self - accuſation, 
and Condemuation, Prayer and Snpplication, Repentance, Faith in 
Gods Promiſes, Reſolutions of new Obedience, &c. they are all che 
fruirs char ſpring from this root ; they are all conceived ( as 
*were) in this Yombe ; they are the ſpiritual brood dnd offspring; 
bur Conſideration is the Alma Mater, the heavenly Parent and 
Mother of them. Conſideration! 'tis Spiritus Santi quadans Fa- 
brica vel Officina, i. e. the ſpiritual ſhop and workhouſe' (as ir 
were) of the Holy Ghoſt,wherein he ſecretly forgeth and faſhi- 
oneth upon the Anvil of a truly broken and contrite heart, all the 
ieces of that excellent armour of proof, that _Navoraie 75 218, 
which che Apoltle ſpeaks of Ephe/. 6. Ina word, Conſideration ! 
'tis the Handmaid of ſpiricual Knowledge, and the Miſtreſs of 
all crue Devorion; without which no acceptable ſervice can be 
performed by us to God. Whereas, if men would but now and 
chen beitow an hour or two in ſerious thoughts, and ſoberly 
conſider how the caſe ſtands berwixt Almighty God and cheir 
ſouls ; whether they bein a ſtate of Grace, or of Natwure ; of 
Peace with God, or wnder Wrath ; and, What they muſt do that 
they may be ſaved : doubtleſs, they would find themſelves ber- 
rer diſpoſed to the ſervice of God, than now they are : For the 
truth is,the principal reaſon that ſo many perſons in the world 
are no betcer, is, becauſe they will not Conſider, and ſeriouſly 
medirate on their ſpiritual ſtate and condition. The cares 
and affairs, the profits and pleaſures of this life, do ſo wholy 
A 3 ingroſs 


3 Ms PE pe; (E cept 

ingroſ6eheir hearts and imploy their heads, that the concern- 

merits of their immortal* precious fouls, and the things of 

anopher life, are not regarded. And hence it is that the la- 

dons of fairhful Miniſters are ſo unſucceſsful ; the good and 

ſerious #dvice of Friends and Parents is no more followed ; 

and all the” Means of Grace, and methods of God for the re- 

claiming of (inful Offenders, affe&t no more, and operate no 

better ; namely, becauſe they will not conſider. Hear'O Hea- 

vents, and give ear O Earth, (ſayes eAlmighty God himſelf by the 

Prophet, Iſa. t. 2, 3.) The Ox knoweth his owner, and the Af; 

his Maſters crib : but 1ſrael deth not know, moy people doth not 

not Conſider. Yea, hence it is, that though life and death, good and 

(d) Deur, 30. evil, (as (4) Moſes ſpeaks) are [et before ns, and put to onr choice ; 

15. yet the generality of veople in the world, live as perſons nor 

at all concerned whether there be a God or no; an Heaven, 

or an Hell; erernal Joyes, or everlaſting Torments. So thar 

a ſerious confideration is very good and neceſſary for us even at 

| all rimes: -bue the moſt proper ſeaſon for it ( as Solowmes 

i rells us) is the time of affliftion ; In the time of Adwerſity Con- 
| der. Kona 

| 1 Whence the point of Dotrin that offers it ſelf ro qur Con- 

' ſideration is this : 

DoZ. That when Gods Tudgements are in the Earth, and the ſad 

tokens of his diſpleaſmre appear againſt a Perſon, or a 

Nation, then it's a proper ſeaſon LM them ſeriouſly to lay 


things to heart, and wiſely to conſider. i 

The guiſe and cuſtom of all Arheiſtical Epicures, and 
graceleſs Worldlings, is quite contrary ; who when any croſ- 
ſes, diſaſters, or loſles are in judgement inflited upon them, do 
not retire into their Cloſers, and rchere enter into a ſerious mes 
ditation of the matter, communing with their own h:arts, and 
conſidering who it is thar ſmites them, and for what : buceicher 
with Curling, Oaths, and Execrations, they break forth into 
repining and murmnring againſt Gods diſpenſations towards 
them, which many times end in Deſpair; orel{ they run ro 
the Tavernor Alehouſe, that ſo inthe jovial company of good 
fellows, they may drown the ſenſe of all ſorrow and'care, and 
thaart and non-plms (if it be poſſible) the end and delign of God 


in 


v 
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in puniſhing them. His good end certainly was: to: humble 
them, and reclaim chem from their iniquities, buc they lilten 
not to+ the woyce of his Rod, but in letitiam & luxum profi- 
linnt, reſolve to take cheir full ſwinge. in volupmuoutneſs ; 


ſaying, (+) Let #2 eat and drink, and enjoy the good things of this (et) Wild. 1; | 
life ; let ma Crown ohr ſelves with Roſe-buds, and leave tokens of 6,7, &% 


owr mirth and jollity in everyplace. This is che common depore- 
men and practice of the ungodly in time-ef adverſity. And this 
they are cicher betrayed into by their own deceitful, vile, car- 
nal hearts ; or elſe they are byafſed by the: greac and general 
cuſtom of che world ; or elſe they are prompred to it by Satan; 
who knows full well that a de and ſrriom Confideration would 
rake chem from him, and make chem quickly renounce and 
abhor all' wicked wayes : And therefore ic is, that he doth 
ſill wich all his might and ſubtiley ſtrive-co divere and diſ- 
ſwade them fromit, 4s'a moſt childiſh, ſad, and dumpiſh me- 
lancholy courſe, which probably may endanger theirhealth, 
bur can otherwiſe do them no good. Whereby it appears, 
that the more neceſlary any Duty is, the more oppolite'Sa- 
tan and our falſe carnal hearts are chereunto : For there is 


not @ more advamtagious, uſefull, and profirable, nor amore / 


excellear, heavenly and acceptable Duty ( as I: ſhzll  ſhew 
more'fully hereafter) for a good Chriſian to be'exerciſed in 
at all times, and upon all occafions,' in'all eſtates and 'con- 
ditions, eſpecially in the day of adverſity, than this of a ſera 
Conſideration. And therefore ir is ttiar: A/mighty 'God cont: 
mends it unto us ſo-miich in Scripeure,” av a-(ingular meanses/ 
help and dire&us bbw. to Ree#afur wournſes aright.: 'as Dew.) 
32. 29; Oh that they were wile; that they underſtood this, thut they 


would conſider their Itttev end. Pfal. 4. 4. Stand: in'axe, and fin 


not, Commune with own hearts, and be ffilk, Prov. 4.26. 
Pondey the path of. thy Fett, and let all t ways be eſt ablifhed 3 and 
Hag. 1.5, 7. Now therefore, thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts,” Con- 
fats your wayes.''! In> which xemarkable place, rhe Adverb 
Now, and ConjunQion Therefore, plainly point outche Time 
and "Orcafton ," when and wherefore God required' them to 

raiſe this duty of (nfideration. Tie Children of Iſruel being 
broughe home to Jer»ſalem ugain; out of their long Captivity 
s 2007 in 


w— 4, | . 
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in Babylon, were exceeding backward and negligent in their 
carrying on the work and building of #he Howſe of the Lord. 
Forward enough ir ſeems they were to ere& and prepare 
ſumpruous buildings, and veat habirations for themſelves ; the 
Prophet calls them cieled | Houſes, (v. 4. ) but the houſe of the 
Lord, they let that Iye waſte, pretending ( forſooth, v. 3. ) that it 
was not 4 fit time yet to doe it. This was their Crime. Now the 
Fadgment which God inflited upon them for it, was that of 
Famine, asv. 6,g,t0, It. Te looked- for mach, and lo, it came 
to little.; and when ye Lronght it heme, I did blow upon it : and why, 
faith the Lord of Ho Hy 61" of maine Howſe that # waſte, and 
ye run every man to his own houſe. Therefore the Heaven over you 
is ſtayed from dew, and the Exrth is ſtayed from her fruit : And 


I called for a drought upon the Lend, and upon the Mountains, and = 


upon the Corn, and upon the new Wine, and upon the Oyl, and upon 
that which the ground Iringetb forth ; and #yon Men, and upon 


| Cattel, and npon all the laboxr of the hands, Surely a deplorable, 


_ _ — —_— condicion. "And what is now 
r that God, t at Phyſician of Souls, puts chem 11 
here by the Prophet ; Od He wer f beder ed a ſpeedy ow" 
thorow. Reformation of rhemſelves, as well as for the happy 
—_ of his loving kindneſs, and gracious reconciliation 
cowards them ? Why, is nothing but chis, Conſider your wayer. 
A duty, which che Prophet Hagg 4 ſeems co look back upon 
avant [nſtar omenium + and theretore it-is obſervable, char he 
p__ no other duty upon them in che whole Prophecy. 
ither doth be content himſelf co deliver ;/bis Meſſage a«- 
theritative, with a [ AWW OR 1993 Ec Jrbmr ſaith the Lord 
Haſt+, as here in this Chapter ;\butegain\afterwards 10 in- 
ree the ſame, he earneſtly ptayes and: intreats them co' fall 
pon the ſpeedy. performance of it ; as Chap\2\ v1 5. to.20. 
Which frequentinculcation. of the Precepr, ſerves to teach 
Ie Ve repgaloniiry ofthe People, in char thay 
I»! The ſtupidicy of the People: in .thae they were 
no more eted with thoſe- manifeſt.marks aud rokens of 
Gods indignation ; oo, though he had: ſaaeched their very 


| Mearc'out: of their mouths. And then," - 


. - 2 -The great neceſſity of the Duty in times of diftreſs. Fa 
| x 
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| 
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that when Gods Judgments are 
his diſpleaſure appear againſt a Perſon or Nation, then its a proper 

ſeaſon for them ſeriouſly to lay things to heart, and wiſcly ts con- 
er, 

: In the proſecution of this Point, I do intend to proceed in 
this mechod : 

1. By way of Explication, to acquaint you with the N4- 
ture of the Duty in general ; as alſo the Subjeft matter there- 
of; rouching withall a lietle upon the two great Circumſten- 
ces of moſt convenient Time and Place. 

2. By way of Confirmation, to ſubjoyn fome Reaſons for 
the proof of the Poine. , | 

3- To bring all home to our ſelves in an effeftual Appli- 
cation. 

1. For the firſt of theſe, Conſideration in general, It u« « 
deliberate ſerious Aft of the prattical part of mans Underſtanding, 
whereby he reflefls and monſeth upon both his own Actions, and Gods 
Diſpenſations ; and by comparing the one with the other in the Court 
of Conſcience, and according to the Rule of Gods holy Will revealed 
in his Ward, he draws up ( onclufions againſt himſelf, and ſecretly 
* ft good Reſolutions to juſtifie God, and to repent and reform 

imſelf. | | | 

2. As for the Sabjelt matter of it, it may be conſidered 
either more generally, or more ſpecially. | 

More generally,tbe ſubjet matter of our Conſideration ſhould 
be the viſible cauſes and conſequences of things ; the evidence 
Outgoings of God in the world, and the preſent Operations 
of his hands, and chat both more privately as to our ſelves, as 
well as more publickly as ro the Church and State where we 
live; all things indeed chat happen either co our ſelves or 
others that we are any way related unto, whether caſually and 
accidentally, ſo far as we can ſee, or by an apparent hend of 
Providence. 


+ More ſpecially, in the day of adver/ity, the time here ſpeci- 


in the Earth, and the [ad tokens of 


Method. 


E-xxplication. 


fied in my Text, the Subje& macter| of our Conſideration 


ſhould be theſe five things following : | 


1. The Afflition it ſelf, che Evil, Diſaſter, or Viſitation, | 


whatever it be chat is befalne us. 
| 2, The 


(f ) Heb, 10. 
24 25» 


(g) Gen. 28. 
16. 


a 
_ And chen, 
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2.' The Author and the Diſpenſer of ir. « 

: 3. The Ground, or the procuring and Meritorious Cauſe 
of ir.. 

4. The End, or the minde and meaning of God therein. 

5. The good way and means that we are eo uſe, that fo ic 
may be removed from us, or at lealt we may have it ſanRified 
to us. I content my ſelf with the bare naming of theſe things 
here,in the Exp/ication, becauſe I intend co inlarge my ſelf 
rothe full upon chem in the Application. 

3. Now the two Circumſtances of moſt convenient Time and 


Pl.ce follow. And 


1. For Place; though ir be indifferent in reſpeR of God, 
whether ic be inthe field with /ſaas, or inthe houſe with Daniel, 
ar home or abroad, walking or litting ; yer 1 conceive that 
a ſolitary, and a Place ſer apart for pious pnrpofes is the moſt 
proper and fie for this Exerciſe : And ſuch in particular are 
our own private Walks and Cleſety; ro which onr Saviour him- 
ſelf directs us, 4atth. 6. 6. Orelfe the publick Houſe of Gods 

p; which (f) Se. Pax! would have us frequent for this pur- 
bg I ro the example of Kiog David, Pſal. 27. 4. 


2. For Time; the Lords Day in particular is the moſt pro- 
per tein che Week, and ordinarily cats upon us, as well as 
thoſe Selemn Days of Faſting and Humiliation do in extraordi- 
nary manner put us in minde of this duty. But though it muſt 
be chiefly intended on thoſe Holy-dayes, yet it muſt not be 
negleaed on other days, bue ſome time canveniene muſt be 
ſer apare for this good work every day. As for the hour, or 
preciſe ſpace of time in the day, each mans own Experience 
muſt inſtru him, and his Occaſrons dire him ; whether to 
rake the golden hour of the Morning, when he is moſt freſh, 
free from diftrattion, and ficteſt for Meditation ; And. thus. 
(g ) Jacob did : Or the ſtill hour of the Evening, whea he hazh 


ended his labours ; which was (+) /ſcecrtime :*Or the middeſt © 


(b)Gen.24.63: of the day; which was (5) St. Peters: Or elfe any other part 


(i) As 16, 9. 
(4)Pſal.s5.19., 


& Dan. 6.16, 


of the day, if not all three ; which, as ie appears, were holy 

David:,and devant Daniels (4 ) howrs of devotion. 
I mention here theſe two Circmmfances of Time _ Place, 
ecauſe 


3 
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becauſe T know them to be very uſefull and neceflary helps 
and furtherances for all fuch as deſire ro perform this duty to 
purpoſe z I mean, fo asto reap benefit and comfort by it. For, 
ro ſay nothing of the natural averſneſs and indiſpoſition of 
our own hearts to this good work, nor yet of Satwns fubtil ſug- 
seſtions, and ſecrer oppolition whereby he ſtrives to keep us 
back, or at leaſt interrupt and:rake ns off from ir; ſuch and 
ſo grear are moſt mens hinderances and diſtra@ions, ſo many 
are the Obſtruions and Obſtacles that rhey meer with (pare- 
ly through multiplicity of buſineſs, cheir worldly employ- 
ments at home and abroad ; partly through the mutabiliry of 
their mindes and diſpoſitions, with the inſtability of their 
affetions and roving Fancies P that unleſs ſome convenient 
Times and Places be ſer a part forthe exerciſe of it, it is very 
likely to be performed but ſleightly and ſuperficially, uncon- 
Rantly , and ap, om nay perhaps not ac all by them, 


' There s(as the (1) Wiſe manrtells us) an appointed Time for every (1) Eccl, y.1, 


thing elſe ; and ſhall chen ſo weighty, fo concerning a Duty 
as this have no ſhare in it; which yer mighe juſtly challenge 
our attendance upon it at all times? And as for ſome cer- 
eain and ſet place, *cis likewiſe asneceffary ; becauſe we ſhall 
finde the leaſt and feweſt /wpediments there, where we are 
moſt accuſtomed to draw neer to Ggd either in Reading, 


Prayer, or Meditation. Our (») Svioxr himſelf (T am ſure) (m) Joha 18. 
took this courſe, and alſo uſed his Diſciples to it, andthenwell 12+ with Luk, 
may we follow h# and their example, ay an excellent means **+39» 49- 


ro make us both more carefull, and conſtant in che perfor- 
mance of holy duties. z 
t. I ſay, carefwll, as to the manner ; ( ſanite mags quany ſcits, 


as he Þ ſays well) in regard we have now placedour felves tn 7 Senece, 


the preſence of God, and are come to converſe and make our 

png es immediately ro Him, who is The ſearcher of the 
eart. 

2. Conſtant, as tothe Matter; the revolution of time being 

a certain Remembrancer of the duty : the wilful, the'negli- 

gent, or excuſatory omilfion whereof, when the preftxed ime 

1s come, is chat which occaſions the great unfirneſs and indi- 


ſpolition that many complain of. 
—_ And 


w The Preachers 


Confirmation. And ſo I have done with the Explication : the Confirwatio 
now follows ; and che Reaſons of the Point are three. x 


Reaf. I. x. Becauſe, To lay things ſeriouſly to heart, and religionſly to con- 


fider in the day of Adverſity is the moſt proper Anſwer and 

Eccho to Gods correRing angry hand, and that ſpiritual im- 

provement which He expetts that we ſhould make of Hz 

chaſtiling us. The Lords wogce cryeth unto the City, (fays the 

(a) Micah 6g. (n) Propher) and the man of Wiſdom ſhall ſee thy Name : hear ye 

the red, and who hath appointed it. Whence we may gather, thac 

as God ſpeaks to men by his #ord, even ſo He ſeems to. call 

out, and cry to them by the Yoyce of his Rod : And the prin- 

cipal end in the firlt place is, to make them liften, fand ſtil, 

and conſider what is his minde and meaning thereby. Ir is ob- 

ſervable in that excellent Prayer of King Solomons at the 

Dedication of the Temple, that one Petition very pertinencly 

(os) 1 King, 8. to our purpoſe runs thus, ( 0) If thre be inthe Land a Famine, 

37 383 39- if there be Peſtilence, &Cc. whatſoever Plague, whatſoever S ick- 

meſs there be ; What Prayer and Smpplication ſpever be made by 

any man, or by all thy people Iſrael, which ſhall know every man 

the Plague of his vwn heart, and ſpread forth his hands towards 

this Henſe : then hear thox in heaven thy dwelling place, and for- 

&ive, &c. Whence ir appears, that-rhe duty of ſeeking to 

Him by Prayer, which cannot be done without Conſideration, 

is that which God in the firſt place expeRts and looks for is 

the evil day, before men muſt think to obtain deliverance. The 

want whereof he ſorely complains of,as you heard (p) before : 

Ep) Ifa. 1.233. So Amor 4. 6, 8, 10, 11. where notwithſtanding his band was 

againſt the children of 1/-ael in divers reſpe&ts, Tet have ye 

not returned unto me, ſaith the Lord ; and Jer. 8. 6, ] hearkened, 

and heard, but they ſpake not aright : no man repented hins of bis 
wickedneſs, ſaying, What have 1 done? Again, 

Reaſe. 2, 2, Becauſe, « religious, due,and ſeriom conſideration is the moſt 

expedite and compendious way, I, and indeed the only me- 

pſal. 110, 20d preſcribed in Scripture for the obtaining of Gods favour 

(9) Pl: 119: 2nd Reconciliation. David firſt conſidered his wayes (q) before 

(r)Luk, 15.17. #8 twrned hu feet to Gods Teſtimonies : And the Prodigal Son 

. care firſt home (r) to himſelf, by the conſideration of his lewd 

courſes, before he came home back again to his Father. Fn 

at 


SS ets 14h _ 


FI 4g" 
. of Conſideration. 
that Converſion, true Repentance, and Reformation, always 
begs at Conſideration, but it ſtill happily ends with the /ove 

favoxr of God. For,when once a ſinful Perſon or Nation by 
a Religious ſelf-reflexion have learned to renounce all their 
mniquiries and evil deeds, then (5) Like as 4 Father pitieth his (c) Pſal, 103; 
Children, even ſo the Lord, wich that compaſſionace Father of 13. 
the Prodigal, is ready to r=n ts embrace and receive them, with 
_ —_— _ ry F756 omg of -_ axe and a 

our : (t) Let the wi or ſuke his ways, and the unrighteons (t) Ts. 55. 7. 
man his thoughts, and let him > wnto the Lord; par, will & - eg 
heve mercy wpon hins, and to aur God, for He will abundantly 1 RR 

Aran. J..3. 
: 3. Becauſe this impartial and faithful dealing betwixe God Real. 3 
and our own ſouls, in a religious, due, and ſerious Con/ideration, 
is an infallible roken and evidence of our ſincerity ; and fo 
muſt needs prove an excellent Cordial to chear us up in the 
day of adverſity. Hypocrilie may teach men to multiply our- 
ſide performances, and make them ready to ſay ro others, as a bs 
ſometime Jehn did to Jehonadab, («) Come with me, and ſee my () ING 
zeal for the Lord; for all that ſuch doe (as our Saviour ſhews) * * 
is that they may be ſeen of men. But ſincerity draws the hearc 
inward, and never let's a man be at reſt untill he have made 
his peace with God. For which end, it puts bim upen ſelf- 
examination, ſelf-accuſation, hearty repentance, prayer'and 
ſupplication, with reſolutions of new obedience, and a ſerious 
conſideration in general how for the future he may do molt 
good, and may beſt lay forth himſelf for the honour and glory 
of God, Now when this greit work is done, there is nothing 
can happen amiſs ro that man ; the inward teſtimony of hu own 
Conſcience is to Him-a Continual Feaſt, and now be finds by hap- 
py experience, thgt all things cannot chooſe but work together for 
his good : Chriſt is his Friend, by Faith in-whoſe merirs his. 
peace and reconciliation is wroughe wich Almighty God, and 
then what cares he who is his Foe? Heaven is tiis home, and 
then what cares he what he may ſuffer by the way ? that 
T far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, he knows will t 2 Cor.q; 17. 
outweigh, and abundantly compenſate alf thoſe light and my« | 
mentany affiittions that may _ him here upon Earth ;. nay,. 
3 he 
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he is ſure there is no (#) comperiſon berwixt them. And. | 


therefore he reſolves to fight 4 good fight, and keep the faith, 
yea though it be with the 1ofs of his life, as being aſſured ghgt 
(3) hencefurth there us layd np fir him a Crown of righteouſneſs. 

Theſe are the reaſons of the point ; by all which it appears, 
thar if we deſire either, 1. To anſwer Gods expeRartion, and 
make a wiſe and profirable improvement of H# chaſtiſing 
hand upon us; Or, 2, To enjoy the ſweet tokens and evi- 
dences of Hrs wnſpeakable love and favour, (z) which & better 
than life ; Or elſe, 3. Have any comfortable argument of our 
lincerity , and ſo ſome good ground of joy and comfort in 
che worit of calamities, then we muſt ſeriouſly lay things to 
herrt, and religiouſly conſider in the day of Adver ſity. 

And if ir be {o, this then juſtly ſeryes to reprove and con- 
demn thoſe rhar live in carnal ſecurity, and inconliderately, 
I, and perhaps incorripibly too, ſtill run on in their vain evil 
wayes, as if they were not at all concerned, They know very 
well, or at leaſt have frequently heard from Gods Word (a) that 
the wages of ſin is death : and they have been tanght, how 
(b) dreadful and fearful a thing it is to fall into the hands of the 


living God, who # indeed (c) a conſuming fire, But yet notwith- 


ſtanding, as if they had nuade « (d) Covenant with death, and with 
hell were at an agreement, and the loſs of Gods loving kindaels 
and favour were not conſiderable, they are apt to put from 
them the evil day, and _ _ uu ſill wy ag ro 
repent, preſuming, that alchongh the overflowing ſcourge paſs 
thewgh 0 (ity, 5 the whole La , yet it ſhall pete "ich _ 
them ; and ſothey run on in their.evil courſes, after (e) their 


hardneſs and impenitent heart, treaſuring #p wrath unto them- 


ſelves againſt the moſt dreadfull day of wrath. Now againſt this 


fort of men rhe (f ) Prophet juſtly denounceth « Ye ; for the, 
harp, the viol, the tabret and pipe, and Wine are in their Feaſts; but 
they regard mit the work of the Lord, neither conſider the oper ations 
of Hu hands, In that day (ſayes (£) he very ſmartly) the Lord 
God of hoſts. called to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldneſs, 
and to girding with ſackcloth: But behold joy and gladneſs, laying 
oven, and killing ſheep ; eating fleſh and drinking wine ; Let us eat 
and drink, for to. morrow we die, And What then follows? 7: 


WA 


- 


OT. GT 


_ terrible Viſion of the _— Exckiel concerning Jerwſalem ; 


aw ad. 


> ge? 


w4as revealed in mine ears bythe Liyd of hoſts ; Surely this ini- 

guity ſhall not be purged from you till you dye, ſaith the Lord God - 

of hofts. It is a moſt wretched frame of ſpirit for men to grow - 

ſecure in lin, and net learn righteouſneſs, when ac Gods judge- 

ments are in the earth, and his hand of Vengeance is ftrerched 

forch, not with a /conrge of (ords but: Scorpions, ro puniſh and 

plague them for their tniquities. This is a fign of deſperate 
ickednels,. and the principal cauſe I verily believe, why the 

judgments of God in this preſent ſore Yj/itation are * ill fo * 5,premb. 6. 

long, and ſeverely executed upon us, and his wrath ſeems dat- 1665. 

ly fill to wax hotter and hotter againſt us.: The Lord God of 

heaven be gracionfly pleefed to touch onr bard heares, and 

make us ſadly refle& upon it : Remember, I pray you, thar 


n' 
: / 


which both in reſpect of the cauſe and effects of Gods indig- 

nation, ſeems too too applicable ar this time to this populous 

City of London. The cauſe of Gods anger you will find was ; 
char, which we muſt now needs confeſs our (elves td be giiley \ 
of, viz. The iniquity of the houſe of Iſrael and Judah, which was 

grown exceeding greet , the (ity being full of perverſneſs, and 

praftical Atheiſne : For they fluck not to ſay, the Lord hath for- 

ſaken the Earth ; tmſh, God ſeeth not. Chap. 9. 9. And for the 

Effefts, London and Jernfalem, England and 1ſ+ael may ſhake 

hands, as v. 10. Quapropter tian ego, NC. T heref ore as for me 

alſo, ſaith the Lord, Mine eyes ſhall not ſpare, neither will I have 

pity; but I will recompenſe their may upon their head. And you 

will find, He did ie much inthe ſame manner, that He doth 

even now amongſt us : For the Six Execationers, v. 2, that He 

ſent forth with ſlaughtering weapons in their hands, they Lad a 


ſri charge and Commiſhon given them, wv. 5, 6. to gee aftey oft 
the Man Cloathed in Linnen, with the Friters Inkhorn by his fide, to 

and hill and deſtroy . all befare them; Let not your eye ſpare, 6 
( fayes he ) neither have ye pity, but ſlay utterly old and young, - * £& 


bath Maids and little Children, and women ; and ſave none bue 
onely thoſe that your Firerwnner hath marked in their Fore- 
beads : And thoſe were but a ſmall remonent that did ſerjoufly 
lay things to heart, and gh end mourn for all the abominations 
that were done among them, 4.4, Think I bdeſeech you upon 


this 
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this ſad Yi/en, and'I hope fr may be an'effetual means eo 
. £0 rouze and awake you all our of your ſinfull carnabſecuricy, 
and for the future make you Con/ider ; .confider ( I mean) how 
the Caſe ſtands berwixt God and your own Souls ; confider 
your latter end, and thethings that concern your eternal peace, 
left they be hid froms your eyes. | 
Branch 2. And then again, avit ſerves to reprove and condemn c4r- 
nal ſecurity onthe one hand ; So on the other, to rebuke and 
corre chat undue and dangerous affe&ion of wwirmuch fear- 
fulneſs and deſpondency, which roo toe many of both Sexes, but 
women elpecially, are by nacure inclinable ro. *Tis true in- 
deed, our urmoſt Wiſdom and Diſcretion, and all poſſible care 
is neceſſary both for the preventing, and for the avoyding of 
danger: Bur I know-nothing more unſeaſonable, nor many 
times of more dangerous conſequence than a deſponding Prin- 
eiple of Fear, and apprehenſive imagination. The effets 
whereof ( as we all find by frequene experience and obſerva- 
tion} ſtrangely ſomerimes prove deſtruive and deadly to 
thoſe, which otherwiſe were placed ( i» arr) our of all 
probable reach of danger. Now if you inquire what may be 
the Cauſe, and what alſo the Cure of this unhappy nfirmity : 
I anſwer briefly ; The Cauſe may be cicher, 
Cauſes of fear-. x, A Natural inclination to Fearfwlneſ; : Or elſe, 
fulnels. 2. Wane of Faith and Reſolutioy, becauſe people are not 
animo preſenti, they do not carry their lives in their hands, 
that ſo they might be ready and willing to lay down che ſame, 
| and cheartully reſign them up when God ſhal pleaſe : Or elſe, 
3. A conſciouſneſs to themſelves of their unfieneſs, and 
\ unpreparedneſs at preſent to dye, and to appear before God 
$ | in Heaven : Oreltſe, | 
| | 4. A dreadful m—o—_ the great pain and terror 
| | of death; and that perhaps as to the Manner and kind of death, 
as well as the Matter, their corporal diflolution. Or laftly, 
5. A frightfull foreſight, and ſelf-condemning Meditation 
upon that which enſues afrer Death, J#dgement to come; the 
b AR, 242 25+ (h) reaſoning and diſcourſing whereof by St. Paul wade Felix trem- 
ble. Some or all theſe things before mentioned are, I conceive, 
the cauſes of this P«ſſon in People. a 
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 -., And now far the perfe& and certain-Cure and-remedy 
thereof,l know notinginche whole worl comparable to ghe 
' due exerciſe of this great Duty of Conſideration, As | 
_." 4+ That there is npchng comes to paſs withoue the permiſ- 
ſon and knowledge of God ; nothing indeed befals:us by 
charce ;, bue the moſt” caſual and accidental contingences, 
events and conſequences. ( hawſoever we way think or judge 
of them) are over-ruled, and ſteered, and guided .in a deter- 
minate manner by Hs Providence; which is the great Weight 
and Plumber (4s it were) char .ſers and keeps. all the Wheels a 
oing z whether bigger orlefler, in the vait (Jock, che whole 
abrick, of Nature : Inſomuch that gothing is done wichour it, 
not ſo much « «(i) ſparrow falls on the ground," no ner an hair 
from any of our heads without it. Now this one thought and 
conlideration naturally prompes us all co ſubmiſſhon, and ſelt- 
relignation, and alſo aftords.us matrer of comfort and conſo- 
Jacion. Firſt, ic prompts us all tro ſubmiſſion, foraſmuch as He 
is the great Creator and Governour of all things , the evry 
bleſſed and only Potentate , our Lord Paramount. and abſolate 
Sovereign, whoſe we are by the right of Creation, Redempti- 
qn, and Preſervation too. And- therefore, if it be bur ciyil 
and reaſonable (as we ſay) to givemen leaveto. do. wbat:they 


\ 
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gainſt ir, 


\s 
«2.4 


(3) Mat, re: 


29, 39. 


will wich cheir own; We may well be conrent co allow the 


ſame Priviledge to The Almighty, and reit well ſatisfied wich 
his good Will and Pleaſure inallchings, ho knows far ber- 
ter what is good for us, than we gur ſelves. Thus did ' David, 
2 Sans. 12, 18, 20, and likewiſe old Eli, 1,Sem3, Where 
when. he beard what terrible things were decreed againſt his 
houſe and poſtericy, enough 20make both the earvof Fury ant that 
ſhould hear them, t1 tingle ; (verſe 11.) He neither repined nor 
murmared againk ic, but only faid like a meek = #1 
Tabovah of ; he; 19 1he, Lord It Hime db bas faweth, 
geod, werſ. 18, Andrhus laſtly dig our Savigur.; whoithough 
as Man, He. - not bur and 


H..204 7 4) 


Dd .-r .; coi (6) 
y that. (4). the. 62 (4) Mar. 26, 


cup of his approaching Death- and Paſſion might paſs from hin, 39: 4: 


Yer Now mea, ſed fiat voluntas tu : 
thy bleſſed will be done, And then ſecondly , is alfo. affardeus 
matter of comfort and Forblaupe » and that jin che midſt and 


w orlt 


ſays He) not ms) will, bag uk. 32: 42, 


6 


({\Plal.145 9. 


ob 1.32. 


(mw) 
(») 


ſal. 31.5. 


worſt of tryals, or evils, thatcanbefal us, or our Relations ; 
inaſmuch as He is thorow Jeſww Chriſt the Father of. mercier, 
#nd hath graciouſly promiſed (1) that. all things ſhall work toge- 
ther fer our good,and that he will never leave wa nor forſake ms. Love 
and Aercy (as thePſalmiſt intimates) is ever more oneTngre- 
dient in all his Diſpenſations cowards us : Infomuch thar 1 
daregeliver ir for a certain Trath, chough perhaps a ſeemin 

Paradox, thar many times itis a mercy that God 1s pleaſed ro 
remove and wirhdraw a mercy from us. For we may be ſiire, if 


be take away one, it is that hereby He may make way for ano- 


ether, a greater and better ro be beſtowed upon us. Thus He 
oft withdraws texporal Comforts, to make room in mens hearcs' 
for Spiritual Bleſſings and Graces; thus He oft denies health 
ro our bodies, ro make us mind the welfare of our ſouls; ' yea, - 
thus He ofe deprives bis own dear Children and Servanes of a 
nataral life, thar ſo He may take them anro Himſelf, and pur 
them into a fall and aftual poſſeffion of heavenly joys. The 
Propher Jſaieh averrs what I ſay ; Chap. 57. t, 2, The con- 
fideration whereof, I ſuppoſe, was chat which enabled paci- 
ent Job ſo conrentedly ro entertain the moſt ſad news of the ſo- 
dain death of all his children; (ms) The Lord gave, &c. This 
made David (o'chearfully ſay , (n) Into thine hands I commit 


(o) Phl.1.21, 7 ſpirit, &c. And this madg (v) St.'Pax! deſire to be diſſolved 


23. 
Krmecdy 2. 


and tobe with Chrift, and to count drath his exceeding gain. A- 


in, . 
. 2. Another thoughe and con(ideration that may be of very 
good uſero arm and fortifie Believers againſt the affeRion 
of overtuch Fearfulneſs and Deſpondency), is to conlider 
whar Death is. Some'indeed look'n 


n it as-Sammy 


able chan a ſoft Bed > What more deſirable and —_ chan 
| cep? 


lleep? Nay, for ſome reaſons, in holy ##rit,. and. by the anci- 

ent Fathers, it is very.plainlyPpreferred before.life : For life 

(fays St, Augoſtive ) is nothing atall bur tranſfiine ad mortem, © 

paſlace to death ; bur Death is introitus in vitam muliorem, an 

Enmrance into eternal life. This therefore, all chings conli- 

dered, muſt needs be better, as tending to a more excellence 

end. No wonder then that you hear St. John (5) pronounce (11 Rev, 14. 

thems bleſſed that dye in the Lord. And good ground it ſeems 13. 

had the #iſeman to ſay, (t) that the day of death 5 better than (t) Eccl. 7. 1. 

ahe day of oves birth; and Reaſon He had (#) to praiſe the dead, («) Ecd,,.s., 

which are already dead, more than theliving, which are yet alive. 

It is obſervable thac the very Heathens were wont to celebrate 

the day of their Birth with ſadnefs, ſeriouſneſs, aad ſorraw ; 

bur-of a friends Death with all mirth, joyfulne(s, and feaſting : 

So fully and verily-were they perſwaded of che truth of chac 

" memorable Saying of the Oracle, Optimans non naſci, proxi- 

wu mori ; i. & the beſt and moſt deſirable thing, is uot to be born 

at all ; the next, tody quickly. Let none of vs, I beſeech' you 

therefore, fall ſhort of chem in point. of courage and reſoly- 

tion ; foraſmnch as owr bope 5 wot confined only to this life ;. for 

chenindeed (w) we were of all men moſt mſerable : Bur we are (w) 1 Cor.15, 

aſſured of unſpeakable bliſs, and. eternal peace in the life 19. 

ro. come ; o L. Joya or hap X FE bodies the 

.day. The Wiſeman tells us, (x) that # Irit ſhall IT 

awry Immediately wnto God that gave it ; and as Fol the | Boy, ® mY T F 
weh it be laid inthe duſt,and (y) ſown.in corruption, ;yetit ſhall be (y) x Cor. 15. 

a incorruption ; though ſown in weakneſs, yet it (ſhall raiſed 4» 43+ 

in power ; though ſown in diſhonour, yet it ſhall. be raiſed Fa 


Which:Mecapiorica! pbraſe of Sr, Pun! gave. the holy 1 
occaſion to'call the (burchyard, Gods field peeerh; ere. 
in the grevet are thefwrrows; the dead Bo 43-4 is Saints are 
the Seeds ſown; and the Keſarrefion ar the lalt day , the time 

f harveſt, when God will ſend. forth his Re t.E. the 
ly Angels (as Chriſt himſelf expreſly (=) calls them) eþ4t (x) Mar. 13. 
they may (a) gather his eleft tog:rher How the. four winds, and 39 ERP 
the one entd of heaven tothe other, even a wheat into his gar- ©) 1c 346 

ver: _ And then... nr 
3- Anpther conſderation is the impartiality of Death, when Remedy 3. 
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| . e 
cur appointed time id come, and the nataratneceſſicy of ic's-In re- 


(x Horat. gard whereof the Heathen (x) Poet ſays well, rhat equo 
Ode 4. pwlſat,'pa tabernar, regumy, twrres ; i.e. It beldly knocks 
at the Palace: gates off Princes and Noblec , 4s well as rings and 
raps at the doors of poor Peaſants. Ie balks nor ſpares none when 
it 1s ſenr, be they higb or low, rich or poor, young or old + 
(b) Heb.g. 27. For (b) Statutumeſt, 8c. It is appointed for all men once to dye. 
| Death is che greatett Monerch, and the moſt anciene King in 
(e) Rom.5- 14. the world": For death;(fays { 6.) St. Paml) hath reignedifrom 
; Adam to Moſes ; to which I may add, that ic hath reigned frons 
Moſes to us, and ſo ſhall till reign over all ro the end of the 
world. Every one without exception wut ſtoop and bow to his 
(@) 1 Cor. 15. Scepter, One (d) ftar indeed. may diffiy from another fltr in glory, 
Al. 


(ec) Eed.z.159, 
16. | 


(f) » Sag.34. 
1h, * |S 
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i.e, in brightneſs, luſtre, and magnicade;- bur yer we know 
char as ſure as they have their Riſe in the Welt, ſo fare they 
are co. ſer in the Eaſt: Even fo, it's true, One man on earth 
may differ from anocher man in glory, 4, e. in- wiſedom, and 
wealch, or beauty and bonour, & ec. bur yer norwithſtaading 
asſore as they -had a riling' in tlieir Birth, 'fo they ſhall have a 
ſerring in Death : the honour 6f the greateſt, as well as the 
meaneſt, when their appointed time is come, mwſt be Laid in the 
Duft. For (e) one event happens to them all ; and how dyes the wiſe- 
mun ? even a5 the fool ? Dye we muſt ? ( (aid the ( L_ wo- 
man of Tekoah ) neither doth God reſpeft any perſon. Now ſeeing 
 tlfns, Deity is ſo impartial and anevoidable , -whar 
puſillanimity., and meannefs of ſpirit can any. 
* man be guilty of than co be terrified wich-the rboughes of ir > 
A far betrec courfe I am ſure rr would be tofir-end re 
one ipes for if. For then, as "cis natural and:neceſ. 

y for all to dye, {0 it would be lonoorable and:comforta- 
ble to them: Whereas, an'utiproficable Feat of: Death ſerves 
= noend t 


3 pegs char 
I» 


hat T can vi oe . only Torondee ir —_—_ 
and miſerable ; and is (6. far from helping any ever a whie 
worengy nd eſcapeir, thar it doth! but rarkee' baſten 2 
ut Ky pon 901 33 od ay (3) go gant 
By The laft andptfricipal confitterarion-is- the rhoupher'of 
. that moſt bleſſed and advantagious conſequenee thereof; I 
8, mean, rhat (2) inheritance of the Saintriw light, thac (6) a 
: ruptible 


*F 


"af Eulirain G7 


ruptible Cirown of rightvouſneſe 5 thar * far more exceeding and * 2 COT, 4 17. 
eternal weight of Glory, 'which we hope to be made was, Pen 
of hereafter'in Heaven. For k we know ( ſays St. Paul) that when $2 COT. 5- 1+ 
ewr earthly houſe of this T abernacle ſhall be difſolv:d, we have a 
building of Gd, an honſe not made with hands, eternal in the 
Heavens. The conlideration whereof, one would chink ſhould 
be enough co quell and ſuppreſs all inordinate fears of death, 
and ratlier indeed make it delirable, than terrible ro us. 
- Obje&. Bur that which keeps me ſo much in awe (will ſome 
perhaps plead.) and makes my departure hence ſo terrible, is 
my unficneſs and uncapableneſs at preſent of ſuch a bleſſed 
Race and condition. 
.- Anſw. 1f you think fo, and this be the Cauſe ; Why do you 
noe ſpeedily, and in good earneſt ſtrive to remove it? /p/ 
warte nibil certins, &c. thar dye we muſt,there is nothing more 
certain ; bur as for che circumſtance ofthe Time when ; che 
Place where ; and the Manner how ; there is nothing in che 
world more unknown, and by conſequence more uncertain: 
Why ſhould you then erifle away one minute more of your 
precious time, or neplet any good means that may cend ro 
your Aſſurance ? Conſider, I pray, that for this end chiefly ir 
is that God lends you time, and affords you frequent oppor- 
runities here in this world. And therefore che / Apoltles Pre- ! Ephel. x. r5, 
cept is, Ser that you walk Circumſpe{tUy, not as fools, but as riſe, 26s 
redeeming. the time, becauſe the dayes are evil, And likewiſe St, "= 
Peters Exhortation z mw-Wherefore, the rather. lrethren, give af ** Per. 1. x0, 
diligence t0 make your calling, and Eleftion ſure. And tothe ſame 
purpoſe is thae moſt pithy Prayer of the Pſalmiſt, » Lord teach n? (al. go. 12, 
as foto « anos our dayes, that ve may apply our hearts anto Wif- 
dum : , . 6th + | | 
Doe bue thus, and then to remove that Jaſt ground and 
. Cauſe of Fear that was mentioned, vis. The thoughts of Tudg- 
went to coves, know for your comfore, chat He that's appoin- 
red. chen fo be Fudge,” is your Advocate and Mediator, and 
will: appear for you as a friend and Compurgatowr. Sometimes 
indeed-He is calleda *Lijex, and repreſented co us in Scrip- * Revel, x. 5; 
ture as @ p Refinery, Hay ſometimes as 9 4 conſuming fre in _re- p Mal. 3. 2. 
lation eo-the ungodly'; bur ro the righreous, and true Be- q Heb. 12, ule 
C 3 lievers,, 
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lievers, he will theri-be a Lamb, as He. is ſtyled (for your 
comforr)) in the r Apocalypſe ; and: as the Prophet 1ſaiah de- 
ſcribes bim, he will maniteſt bimſelf ro them, s as a moſt wiſe 
and wonderfull Redeems:r, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of 
of Peace. So that they need not be afraid of chart dreadful 
doom, t Alite a me. execrati, &c. Depart from me ye curſed ; 
but may with confidene hopes and aſſurance expe to hear 
that ſweer Abſolucion and Invitation, * Adeſte benedifti patri 
mi, Come ye blejſed Children of my Father, reeeive the King- 
dow prepared for you from the beginning of the World. And to 
much by way of Reprehenſion. Again, 

Is it fo, Fre when (a judgments ane in + Earth, and. the 
ſad tokens of hu diſpleaſure appear againſt « Perſon or Nation, . 
then its a proper ſeaſon for them ſeriouſly to lay things. to beart, 
and wiſely to conſider ? I beſeech you then be exhorted tothe 
Duty. And chat none of you may be at a ſtand or loſs in your 
ſelves for want of fir matter to medirate upon, I ſhall bere 
now reſume, and according to my promiſe, enlarge my ſelf 
ro the full upon thoſe five forenamed Particulars, which 1 


ho p_— rold you before in the Explicacion are che moſt ſub- 
Confideration. jet-matrers of our Conſideration in the day of adverſity. 
x. The Aﬀis 1+ The «fflition it ſelf, the evil, diſaſter, or Viſitation what- 


| Kion.ir (elf. 


ſoever it be, that ts befalne us. This mult be ſeriouſly chougher 
upon, and conlidered by us ; that ſo by conſulting Gods holy 
»ird, and by, the belp of his Grece and Spirit, we may come 


4 Micah 6. 9. ar laſt (as Himſelf requires) to underſtand the Yogce of Gods 


Rod, and the mind and meaning of Him that appointed it. Now 

che preſent Afſliion, and for Viſitation, which we of chis 

great and | populogp (ity, with the Places adjacent, and divers 
Owns 


eminent Tos this Nation do ſo ſadly groan and {abour 
under, is that noyſom and deadly Epidemiical- diſeaſe of the 
w 


Plague and Pe Cancerni 
in your Confider4tzons upan it, I 
thing, 2. Touching the Vawes and Ae, | 
char are ahmed: wes it in Scripcure.. And chen 


ich, co help you « lictle 
briefly ſu bjoyn ſome- 


2, l ſhould 


likewiſe adde ſomerhing concerningche Ngtare of the Diſeaſe : 
Bur for this 1 en 3194 op che Phil . — at PRs b 
whoſe Art and Profetion doth oblige them to ſearch ioro, and 


ſtudy 


'''" of Confederation. 
fudy the Nature both of this, and of all other bodily Maſa- 
dies »nd Diſtempers. And I doit the rather, becauſe we ſhat 
finde enough in the Names to acquaint us with the foul N;- 
ture of it ; which I heartily wiſh ( if ic be Gods will ) chat 
none of you thar hear me this day may ever experimenrally 
find, nor further underftand than by che Names and Chara- 
Atrs of ic thar you hear from others. 


rt. The moſt uſual Name is that of Peſts, quaſs_Pereſtic Scripure- 


{ ſays the Etymologift) from the Verb Peredo, i. e. toeat through, = of the 


or wtterly to conſume and deſtroy. And thus itis called (as I con- 
ceive ) from the contagious and moſt pernicious quality and 
property of it; which ſomecimes hath been ſo exrreamly vio- 
ent, quick, and diffuſive, that we read of above fourteen thow- 
ſand that once were deſtroyed by it in a moment, as you may 
ſee plainly, Numb, 16. 45, 46, 49. and of threevr four and 
twenty thouſand chat dyed of ir inthe ſpace of «day, Numb. 25. 
ev) AC og I S 8, j and per gu of a—_—_ and ten 
char periſhed by it in the ſpace of three dayes, 2 Sam. 
24. 15, Nay, of an hundred fartoe and five ha faatoher 
were ſwept away by it in che ſpace of one night, as //2.37-30. 
2. A ſecond Name is that of Plaga ( whence our Engliſh 
word Plague ) which in. Latine, we know, properly ſignifies a 
Stroak : to intimate to us, that where 'ris inflited, it is as an 
angry Stroak of Gods wrath and vengeance upon a (inful Peo- 


ple or Nation. And hence it is alſo ſometimes called x Pey- x Num. 51,35. 


enſſjo, a ſmiting ; ſometimes .y Vulneratio & Codſternatio; i. e. ) Numb.16.47. 
- ; Pal 83.15,16, 


4 Conſternation and Wounding, Again, | 
3- A thir& Appellation given unto it, is that of Strages, 
Clader, & Ruina; i. E. Reine and Deſolation, ( as S. Pay 


other Hebriciens render the Original word in divers = p 


ſpeaks) pulls down and demoliſheth theſe Exthiy Tabernacles 
of our Bodies: And for the ſame reſpe& and regſon iv'is 
ſometimes cermed- even 1pſa ors, Very Death, and Deftruttion 
ie ſelf, as Pſal. 94.6. | | 
To theſe I might adde thoſe Periphroftical Appellations in 
the ſaid Pſalm, of a terronr by night, and Gods Arrow that flyeth. 
by day; verl.' 5. Where note by the way, that both for 'Pre- 
he venctian, 


» and 
aces) x Exod.12.13. 
becauſe ic ſo quickly conſanves ( as the Prophet Zechariah Zeb. 14: 13. 
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vention-and our Preſervation too, the Plalmiſt direQs us 
x0 the moſt ſafe, and only ſure Refuge and Saufteary, the ſha- 
diy of the wings of the Almighty, v. 1, & 4. and preicribes che 
molt ſovereign and only infallible Antidote in che whole world 
againſt the infection of the Plague, viz. Oar ſole dependence and 
truſt in His great mercy and - gracious proteition, V. 9, 19, And 
therefore I chink it a Pſa/m fir and worchy co be diligently 
and daily read over, nay gotten by heart, and hourly medi- 
raced upon by all that hope and deſire to eſcape che contagion. 
For do bur thou make the Lord thy refuge, and- thy Fortreſs, and 
his Truth thy ſhield and backler, and then thow needeſ# not be afraid 
for the terrour by night,” ner for the Arrow that flyeth by day. 
4 thouſand ſhel fall at thy fide, and ten thenſand at thy right 
band ; but it ſhall not come nigh thee. Beoanſe thou haſt made 
the Lird, tven the moſt High, thy halitatign, there ſhal no evil 
bef all thee ; neither ſhal any Am, — come nigh thy dueling : How- 
ever, if chou eſcape nor the Yiftation, yet ehou ſhalc Gods in- 
dignation ; * Wha ſhall give his Angels charge over thee tokerp thee 
in all thy ways, whileit ehou liveit in this world ; and at laſt to 
ponge conveigh chy Soul into Arahems boſons. 


wen them, anifdromring | 
as Deur. 32. 23, 24, 25. Somerimes by laying his ory 
heavy woos them, ponents deffruition amongſt them, 
as I Saw, 5.11. Sometimes by making wen drink the wrath of 
the Almighty, as Fob 21. 20. and the Wormword-wine of trouble 
ond afteniſtment, us 9.62. 3.' 2 Chron. a9. 8. And ſome- 
umes by prrſeeming them with bis tempeſfs, -——_ 
aj 
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The Second was the Diſpenſer and Avther of it : And >The Diſpen= 
primarily an and principally. chac ſill: is- God,: who does irfor {© & it. 
eng be ts Ns aud the Lord hath b Arcos 3.6, 


= fbf raja: ance is wine, C1 will Kh 8. x). 
Ez was the faulc thr 7 ing Aſn, moms. ry gh : 
5s ) thanks Liſe ge drone eZ kt dentnabe e Dam 3o.45, 
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Bur in Aizo the Plagwr, Gods anger ſeems to be kind! 
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mores ine fry 


fer. 5.25. & 
| c. 13. 32, & 
all us, Torn 9 9. repo m_ 6. 10, : Is 
DER: fo: Diſtaſe.char wedahoue ** 
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q—__ which 


xg on-by yr 1}: and. 
and Gods boly Word: pur qmenmareer {x | 


wows of our own, Sins and Proverations, and Gods 
TY indignation thereupon: Both which are mentions , 
FR a0d down. by:tbe Plalmilt-as ths ſole! Cauſes: of chat 
lague which befell the effniny foreheid Iddiarey and 


Fornt- 


vith Nuw. 24. oF 


Je Preachirs"Precept 

 £Pfal, 106.29: Fornication with the Midianite)'s. Fir thus g they Jrouet the 

wight) to anger with their Inventions, and ſo the brake 

3- in apt» them, Andyet it is nor fo miich for rf, 
sa1l:er for ſome hajnous and horrid (ins in pa 


wrath and anger is thus kindled' apaintt any* 


- Tetounting and diſcovering of which, 
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God willfn -/ 
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&r which end,. I ſhal{ not-rruſt to mine owt! 


« \wecit,- nor yer follow-che paryjal Opinions; 
! Fancitsof others ; who being byaſſed by thei 


one Ne adge- 


; inclinations, their novel and Tartupie Principles and. Ber 


ſions, their (eif-love and incereR,; are ready by; 


fp eons bi 
ER 


ſubrilly co juſtifie themſelves, bue A Find maliciaiſly 
foe WERY 


c0:caſt all-rhe Odinmibey _—_— 
char you hear fome murrer bulis 


.: Devariing and: Divine Setvice, nor 


of the eſpecially,” th * Rd ks the 
_ Sins of the Comrt ially,”thor-chis 

bpen us: \ Ochers whiſper ,/ chic the ine 
Biſhops and. Clergy; who. bave , neither he Hes 
themſelves to pleaſe the generality of the hor 


yer will 


Tn 


pe by 


.- whows they coulkt faney\, :ro extrctfe their'Grfts Ys er 
Churches and Pulpirs > And: a third fore cty our; chat" 


becauſe chey are perſecuted (as chey preterid) and are not : 


'" fered as inthe late Olivariandazer, to enjoy their 


cilexce, call it / I ſhefl 
"oft Bs _ and wich aha; v1 


oh e 
'"* xemptorily conclude Ent: derermine, 'thar'this vr + thr ple 


gular chingy theſe or. roſe Perſons are the 


riews Cunſes: of our vhparallel'd Yiſeation ;'bar t 
miſtakes rw in ſo nearly ry od 
NOS iſteer-my col6 P rhe 
ir, anda ht loney Condaciand 
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: of Confoderacion, -1T 2p: 
and gncennate-the' grofſeſt Errours and 'C Fehoſe, whie-? 

rber Princes, Prophets, Priefts or People MMave provoked: 

rhe Almighty: ro wrarh ( ſtudying-ir s' molt of all ro give: 

due honour and plory to Gods holy Newe, howſoever they took. 

ſhamets cthetnſelves;). In Scripture, I fay, Find even Kings and 

Princes. themſelves. 2rraigned at the Barre of Gods Toflire as 
well”as their Subjefs ; and ſomerimes the blame layd tipon 

rhe one, and ſometimes upon the other ( for h He ts us reſpeBter b Aft to, 34. 
of- Rerſons ) for provoking the Lord by ſome ſpecial tins to 

_ infli&tchis ſore Judgement upon his People : And yer neicher 

of. thera pleading-Non-guilty co the Accufation and Charge 

drawn up againſt chem by. clie 'Holy Ghoſt, but confeifing their 

Crimes, :and humbling themſelves in duſt and aſhes, that by 

Prayer and Faſting tliey might obtain pardon. —__ 

. The ſpecial Sins mentioned in Scripture, whereby Kings 5jns of Princes 
and Princes have provoked Gad to pour: out the:Vials of his char have oc- 
wrath inchis manner, they are only.rwo,”ro'my beſt remem- «#ſioncl the 
brance, 'Pride,' and Blaſphemy. © rr » » Plague. 

Firlt, Pride of heart, which was Duvids Offence, as 2 Sam. 
24+ Wich:- 1 Chron, 21. 1, where you will finde, tbatchrough 
Vain gloty, and Sarans inſtigation , his beart was lifted up to 
number {ſrael :' but God was diſp/eaſed with: thu thing (lays the 
Tent, v, 7: ). and therefore: He- [mote [ſrael with a violent Plague, 
which in three dayes deftroyed threeſcore and ten thouſand. * It'is 
likewiſe the judgement of. St. Jeram, Cyril, and Theodoret ( as 
A Lapide notes) that to prevent, if notchaſtiſe this ſame dan<- 
gerous Principle-of Pride in King Hezekiab, which probably 
he: might be. inclinable-to, and/guilty of! uponthe conceit-; 
and cqalideration'of tharmiraculous happy deliverance of Je- 
ryſalens from the force and fury of the King of:4/ris ; when 
for bis fake,: and upon his effeftual Prayers and Tears, there 
were near.upon ewo hundred thouſand of the Enemies Army. 
* deſtroyed, tm one night ;; cheir _— is, that (as ſome+ * Ifa. 37.140 
time hk, Zhornin the fleſh, the He of Satan was ſent tov. 36. 
St. Paul, to _ him, leſ# he ſhou'd been exalted: aboyje > ©0137. 
meaſert, through the abundance of revelations ; even ſo) the Load 


was-pleaſed co vilie King Hezckieb perſonally with chis very 
Sichneſt; Iſai..38,1, 21. And _ all, ir ſeems, fcarely evough 21 
* 2 or 
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Plague. 


_« v ” 
- v ” . 
; 
_— i 


Y 


«MX; 
f 


or akrerm Mod it gat vents yep. 31a traE Upotane-. 
ther occalion, Wits be precendes our of Civility and coar- 
tee toltrangers, rather ehan any oſtentacion in himſelf, as 
Chepe 39. 1,244. en v4 

| Secondly, Blaſpherey 3 and, taig was the black and provoking! 
Sin of the aforeſaid King of eAf)ria,Senerherib mean, and his 
compliant foul-mouthed Servanc and e Oratoy, 'Gene-/ 
ral Ralſbcheh : whoſe breach fo forcibly blew up the coals of 
Geds anger, elae iv preſently made his jealowfe burn like fire, 
and conſume fo many thouſands of their Men in-one night. | 
Theſe are the two only ſpecial Sins (as I remember) memioned 
in Scripture, whereby Kings ad Princes have provaked God 
re pour out the vials of his wrath iq this manner. 'Bar ſure | 
am, thar we of this Nation, havenocche leaſt grovnd or oc-- 
ca(jon to ſuſpe&t or imagine that, our Dread Sovercign ſhould 
be guilry of .cicher of them; z9ho harh purchaſed ebe Name 
2nd -abroad in tbe-world, and: atfo approved 
Himſelf here'ar home, to be boch' a very wiſe, and mol(t' 
racely iſhed Perſar, as to his naturel Parcs and En- 
dowmenes z and alſo as to his ſpiritual Gifts and laclinavions, 
a-truly religious, meek, and moſt gracious, merciful Prives; 
in ; 4 good man ar well as a great Aonarch + And therefore 
neauy very well acquizand exonerate Himfromall guik,ovro- 
theſe gr 


and capicab Sins; and ſo by conſequeace, from he 
foul of being emi acceflory to-che ſore Viſt- 
tation that we now labonrundere . or 
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che vials of his-wrath ia chis manner upon 
I ſhalt firſt name chem andſer chemin order defore your eyes, 
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prove where If ran pre ; and then afterwards bring 
our Diſcourſe in a brief application uno our ſolves. 
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t. Inthe firſt place then, for the foul Sin of Fornication 
and uncleanneſs ; may not Almighty God bring the ſame charge 
againſt many, very many of chis City and Nation, thae He 
ſometimes brought againſt che inhabicants of Jeruſalem, and 


many of the Jews? t hen / þad fed thems to the full, they then t Jer,” 7,842, 


committed adultery, and aſſembled themſelves by troops in the 
harlots houſes : they were as fed Horſes in the morning, every one 
neighed after his Neighbours wife. And what then follows ? Now, 
how | vr I pardon thee for this ? Shall I not viſit for theſe things, 
ſaith the Lord, and ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſ:ch a Nation as 
ths? Andthen 
2. Secondly, for that provoking and unpardonable Sin of 10- 

latry, You muſt know it is twofold : either viſible and external 
in reference to the Body, or elſe ſpiritual and internal in refe- 
rence to the Sow/. Now, though I hope and believe chat there 
are fewgor none amongſt us ſo notoriouſly wicked as to be 

uilcy of che former ; I mean, to contrive and make torhem- 

elves graven /mages, and then fall down and worſhip them as 
Gods, (unleſs it be ſome of the mott wretched and profleſt forc 
of Papiſts ) yet I doube there are ctoocoo many amongit us 
guilry of the latter , ſpiritual and internal [dolatry, For you 
mult nore, 

I. That that is every mans God or [do], which his heart is 

moſt of all ſer upon. Now, if ic be not the only true God, bue 
wrong objects, he is ip/o fatto guilty of /dolatry. Thus the ſottiſh 


Winebibber, and gluttonous Epicure may be juitly called /dola- + 
ters, becauſe they * make their belly their God ; but Þf they re- * Phil, 3. 19. 
ard not the works of the Lord, neither conſfeder the oper ations of | 1lai.y, 12, 


& hauds. Thus alſo the wretched W#orldling , and covetous 


Alammoniſt, who x maketh gold his hope, and truſteth in the # Job 31.14. 


multitude of hus riches, is a plain [dolater (asthe Apoſtle y calls 
bim) becauſe he makes an [dol of his wealeh. And thus laſtly, 
He that truſteth in man more than in God, is a meer [dolater and 


* Becauſe a peryerſeand wicked opinion of God is no leſs che: 
E a graven 


Col.3. 5. 
I Jer. 17. 5. 

- 0 Quia ſculp- 
accurſed before God, becauſe he z maketh fleſh his arm, and ,;,, & confl ati- 
his heart departeth from the Lurd. And then le reor dogmata 

2. To thinkamiſs, and otherwiſe of God than He is re- eſe perverſa, 


preſented unto us in his holy Word, this again is [do/atyy ; 942 431% qui- 
| bus {ail a ſunt 


adorantur Hier. 


# Joh. 6.53 
$4) 55» 
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a grzven Image, ſays Sc. Jerom:. And therefore both he and 
St. Auguſtine agree , that Xſque hodie in Templo Dei, &c. i. e. 
even to this very day there are many amongſt us that ſer up 
Idols in the Church of God, when men in their hearts 8& minds 
conceive and feign any new, erroneous, and anworchy opi- 
nions, eſpecially concerning the Perſons of che bleſſed Trinity, 
Now, whether many amongſt us may not be thought puiley 
of this kind of Idolatry is ealie ro imagine : And rhen ler ſuch 
know, that they cannot clear nor acquir chemſelves from ha- 
ving a hand in pulling down this preſent heavy Judgement 
upon Us. 

3. Thirdly , For flighting and contemning the Ordinances of 
(riſt, and particularly the Neglett, or at leaſt profanation of 
and abuſing the S:crament of the Lords Smpper: Never was 
Generation of men profefſing Chriſtianity, in any Age or parr 
of the world more guilty of ehis, than thoſe that ill are, 
and of late years have been the greateſt Prerenders to extra- 
ordinary Zeal and Devotion, ftriftneſs and Reformation a- 
mongſt us. And hence it is, that when Times and Dayes are 
ſolemnly appointed for the celebration of that Sacrament; 
though ſerious warnings, and earneſt Exhortations are uſed 
by us the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, to perſwade and prepare 
people for a worthy, a comfortable, and a frequent partici- 
pation of the ſacred Elements there exhibited, viz. the bleſſed 
Body and Blood of Chriſt; yet you ſhall finde few or none of 
that FaRtion and party affording their preſence: As if chey 
had never read nor heard of, or at leaſt were reſolved not to 
believe nor regard thoſe words of our Saviour ; bYerily, verily 
I ſay unto you, except ye eat the fleſh of the Son of man, and drink 
his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoſo eateth my fleſh, and drinketh 
my blood, hath eternal life, and 1 will raiſe him up at the laſt day. 
For my fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood #s drink indeed. Which 
words, and whole Chapter, 1] wonder how they can read with- 
out horrour and aſtoniſhmenre, when they conlider and call to 
minde how irregularly they walk, and direaly contrary both 
to the expreſs Precept of Chriſt, and alſo the apparent con- 
ſtant Praltice of the Apoſtles themſelves, and the Saints and 
Martyrs of the Chnnk in all Ages. And if ſuch as theſe, 
who 
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who have gotten the name and reputation of Religiows and ftrift 
walk.r5,be thus obſtinate,and ſo exceeding faulty in this poine : 
then what can be looked for from many others vicious, looſe, 
and prophane in their lives, but that, as we find, they ſhould 
either plead the others example for cheir abſence from, and 
neglect of chis Sacrament ; or elſe, as we fear, preſumptuouſly 
approach the Lords Table with unprepared and unſanRitied 
hearts and hands; to the great diſhonour and profanation of 
Gods holy Ordinance, and the damnation of their own ſouls? 
1 (or. 11. 29. Apain, 

4. For that pertinacions Reſiftance of thoſe regular and fnith- 
ful Miniſters, thoſe ſpiritual Labourers in Chriſts Vinryard which 
by Gods Providence-are ſent forth ; for Peoples ſlighting, reviling, 
deſpiſing and reproaching of theſe, and on the contrary, running after 
falſe Prophets, as I ſaid before ; that roo roo many are guilry 
of this, may ealily be ſeen every Lords-day, every Falt, and 
Feſtival-day, when, if it be known ( I am aſhamed and even 
cremble co ſpeak ic) that there is like ro be nothing ar Church 
bur only chat which is purely divine, viz. Gods holy Ford di- 
ſtinly read, and our moſt excellent p#blick Prayers and pithy 
Ejaculations deyourly poured out at che throne of Gods grace, 
for our ſelves, for our Sovereign and his Kingdoms; for 
Grace, Mercy, and Pardon of (in, with Peace and Profperity * 
Or if it be known, that the Miniſter hath a Ser-form of Prayer, 
and makes uſe of his Notes in his preaching ; then you ſhall 
ſcarcely have more of one Party (whoſe Prejudice and Fancy 
is above their Reaſon, Religion, and Conſcience ) than Stone- 
pillars ro make their apperance for that time. Bur let infor- 
mat'on and notice be given that ſome Stentorean fam'd Non- 
Contormift, ſome popular and newly cryed-up Preacher, 
that ſeems to pray without premeditat on, and preacheth with- 
out book, never looking upon Notes nor Bible : One thae 
will neither uſe himſelf, nor trouble chem wich the Prayers 
of the Church, but entertain them only with a Pſalm, a Prayer 
of his own extemporary Effuſion, and a plealing, plalible dif- 
courſe, concerning a ſtrilt and cloſe walking with God, the illu+ 
minations and inward operations of the Spirit of Grace, an Intereſ# 
in Chriſt and the New Covenant, &c. And withall, in his Appli- 
S 2 cation, 
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cation will declaim wich a great deal of zeal, afeRion and ve- 
hemency againſt choſe (ins which our Superiours in Church 
and State, or others in general, that are nor of the ſame ſtrain 
and opinion-with himſelf, are uſually cenſured and ſuppoſed 
ro be moſt guilty of, ( which is an effecual, fine ſubtile way, 
to beger diſaffeion, and ſow the ſeeds of ſedition in peoples 
hearts towards their Governours, as alſo to begert inward 
heare-burnings in them, with cenſoriouſneſs, divilions, and 
uncharitableneſs rowards their brerhren : ) Ler ir, I ſay, be 
bur noyſed, nay whiſpered abroad chat ſnch a one isto teach 
in this or that place, eicker Morning or Afcernoon; and chen 
chough the Church were as large as St. Pasls, yer ir will 
ſcarcely find room enough to receive and contain the diſor- 
derly Rabble of his ſequacious eager followers. You all I 
believe, know and obſerve this to be true ; and many per- 
haps think ie no crime, but rather commendable, in regard 
ie is ſo cuſtomary and ordinary ; yea the principal Thing thae 
is now in faſhion, as to Religion, as being the chief and only 
means (this lighting of Prayers, and running after Sermons) 
tO gain onethe Nawe and Reputation of a Religions, godly Per- 
ſon. Bur bad Itime co diſcover unto you the miſchievous and 
unhappy Effefts and Conſequences of it, and that as well in re- 
ſpe of the Pablick, as of mens own Senls and Conſciences , 
in regard ic is th% that begets heart-bnrnings and animolſities 
among Chriſtian Neighbours (as I binted before) with divi- 
Gons, cenſurings, and uncharitableneſs each unto others ; it's 
this that breeds and feeds, and foments that cauſeleſs diſcon- 
tene and diſaffeRion in les Hearts towards their Supe- 
riours ; it's :hi that kindles the firſt ſparks of ſedition, diſo- 
bedience, and Rebellion againſt lawfull Magiſtrates, which 
are ready to break out into a flame, when opportunity offers 
it ſelf; it's apparently th chat makes people ſo wnſetled in 
; Jarn. 1.3. judgement, and c nf able in all their wayer, d ever learning, but 
of 2 Tim. 3-7 wever able to cove to the knowledge of the truth ; ina word, it is 
* Ihide v, 2, 32 #06» that makes many * in theſe laſt perillewsr times ( according 
&> 5+ ro the Apoſtles prediQion ) to be ſelf-lovers, boaſters, 

diſcbedient to Parents,without natural effeion,falſe accuſers, fierce, 

deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, traitenys, heady, high-minded, ba- 
ving 
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ving indetd a form of godlineſs , but denying the power thereof ; 


had I but time to demonſtrate theſe things, as it were eatie 
borh by Scriptwre , plain Reaſon, Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and 
our own certain Experience of the like Events from the 
ſ:m2 Cauſes, in the lace times of Liberty and Confulion, I 
ſhould clearly make ir appear unro you, That this irregu- 
lar itching hamonr of Curioſity , and affeting of novelties 1s, 
though not ſo ſcandalous in the ſight of men, yer as hainous 
iache ſight of God, and miſchievous ro Peoples Souls as any 
Crime that they can lighely be guilry of, For it's by this (as 
the f grand Tradition fake late Scribes and Elders amonglt us ) 
that the Phariſaical Men of this Generation have made the 
Commandments and Precepts of Chrift and his 4po/tles, con- 
cerning good Order, Diſcipline, and Decency in the Church, 


f Math, 15.6. 


concerning Subjeion and Obedience to Civil Magiftrates, 


concerning Aﬀection and due Reverence towards Chrifts Mi- 
niſters, concerning brotherly Love and Union amongſt Chri- 
tian Neighbours, of none effed#. 1 ſpeak nothing bur whar is 
notorioufly known to be Trath, by all unintereſſed, judicious, 
ſober and ſolid Chriſtians. And therefore no wonder, thac 
Gods anger is waxed thus hor, and his jealouſie burn like fire 
againſt ſuch a refraory, obſtinately erroneons, and indeed 


antichriſtian a generation as this : Which may very well / in £ Math. 31. 


the g words of our Saviour) be likened unto (hildren ſitting in 
the Market place, and calling nnto their fellows, and ſaying, We 
have piped unto you, and ye have net danced; We have mourned 
unto you, and ye have not lawented. For, even ſo inthis age, we 
find one party ſtill oppoling, countermining, and walking con- 
trary-to another : So that ler Chriſt ſend what Labowrers ſoever 
He pleaſe into his harveſt, though never ſo innocenr, honeft, 
able, and faithfull ; chough never ſo carefull to follow His, 
and His bleſſed Apoſtles example, and that in reſpe& both 
of Life and DoQrine; though never ſo conſciencious in the 
performance of all Miniſterial Offices and Duties, according 
to His expreſs direRion, the infallible and harmonious tenour 
and Canon of Scripture, to the great comfort and fatisfaRtion 
of all-humble-minded and honeſt-hearred perſons amongtt us ; 


who therefore þ e 


I6, 17, 


thems wery highly in love, for their works b 1 Thelſ.g.: 3. 


ſake, and count * thews worthy of demble honowr; Yer the devout * i Tim.5.17. 
Wile 
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& PC 2. 10. Will-wirſt i d relipious k deſpi in theſe 
3 Per. 2. 10. fl ippers, and religious k deſpiſers of Government, in theſe 
Vich Jude v. 8. gayes, x compaſs their ends, and carry on their deligns, 


[ 
Pal. 3. 3. 


m Luk 19.14. 


are not afraid to ſpeak. evil of Dignities, preferring Novelty be- 
fore Antiquity, a Formal Shew above Reality, Self-intereſt and 
worldly Reputation, before Gods Acceptance and Approba- 
tion ; theſe will evermore have one fault or other to finde 
with them, and rather than fail, invent and forge reproaches 
and ſcandals, that ſo they may have ſome plauſible pretence to 
| reak their bands aſunder, and caſt away their Cords from them. 
Now, what is this, but ineffeR to tell our Saviour, that rhey 
are grown weary of His Government and Oeconomy, and now 
will have m Him no longer to reign over them, unleſs He'l ac- 
cept of a new way of Worſhip, according to ſome mode of 
cheir own that is now in faſhion : All other Forms, and tra- 
ditional Platforms, though never ſo authentick,and apparently 
Jare Divino, are counted by them to be but Idolatrous and Su- 
perſtirious. And then, 

5. For that flat Obſtinacy, and open Rebellion againſt lawfull 
Magiſtrates,the Higher Powers that God hath ſet over #;: Though 
I know none at preſent acually guilty of ir, yer that muſt be 
attribured not ſo much to the happy change of many mens 
mindes, or any peaceable and truly Chriſtian Principles in 
them) as rather ro the good Providence of God, and the watch- 
ful wiſdom,courage and diligence of thoſe in Authority. Sure 
I am, there is no want of implacable Male-contents, and moſt 
turbulent. ſpirited Incendiaries amongſt us, to will and endea- 
vour it; and with as much ſubriley, malice, and ſecrelie as it is 
poſſible. They riſe wp early and lye down late, and eat the bread of 
carefulneſs ; they ſpare no pains, they Rick ar no difficulties nor 
dangers, but atrempt and afſay all ways and means ; yea, they 
are ready to compaſs even Sea and Land, and all in hopes to 
compals their end. Nay, rather chan fail eo carry on their de- 
lign, ſome there are chat cunningly can transform themſelves 
into Angels of Light , to trapann the well-meaning ignorant 
vulgar unto their lide : For which end, they very forwardly 
rhruſt chemſelves, or ſteal ſliely into our Pulpirs, and there 
vehemently enough (it's rrue) inveigh againſt che groſs ſcan- 
dalous (ins of Pride and Profaneneſs, Gluttony and Drunken- 
neſs, Whoredom, Swearing,'and Sabbath-breaking ; ſtrongly 

in- 
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inſinuating, that all bur chemſelves and choſe of their Party, 
are certainly guilty of ſome of chem, and ſo are in danger of 
Hell and Damnation : But the miſchief and wickedneſs of ic 
is, that whilelt chey thus openly prerend, that they come only 
to beat down ſin, and ſave peoples Souls, by perſwading them to 
a cloſe walking with Ged,and itri&t Obedience to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
they ſecretly withall intend ro ta'k chem our of all cheir Alle- 
Siance,love and duty towards their Superiours both in Church 
and State: they name and proclaim themſelves indeed,to be rhe 
Meſſengers of God, and Ampbaſſadonrs of Jeſus Chriſt ; but by their 
fruits we may eaſily judge whoſe Emiſſaries they are, in that the 
main. drife and tendency of their preaching is to diſpoſe and 

work poor people intoa murmuring againit, a (lighting of,and 
diſobedience co all humane and Eccleliaſtical Contticurions,ler 
them be never ſo reaſonable, never fo religious, and conſen- 
taneous to Gods holy Word. And all ( forſooth ) under che 
ſpecious fair pretenſe,thae primarily all people are the ſubjects 
and ſervants of Jeſu Chriſt, and ought to obey God rather than 

Man; as if tze Commandments and Inſtitutions, the Eccleſi- 

aſtical Diſcipline and holy Ordinances of Chritt himſelf and 

his Apoſtles, being approved of, and inforced by the authority 

of thoſe that God hath ſer over us, muſt nor, oughe nor thento 

be obeyed or obſerved by them, only becauſe they are re-im- 

poſed and required of them by the commendable and good 

Stacures of Chriſtian Magiſtrates. Before this was done, chey 

could not but confeſs, that they were binding to che Conlcien- 

ces of all ſound Believers ; but now they would rather bave 
the Godly to think, that they are bound in Conſcienceto con- 
remn and oppoſe them. The full perſwaſion of which deſtru- 
ive and wicked Tenet,they never leavetillthey have frighted 

them into, with the frequent and terrible threats of He# and 

Damnation. And if this be nota moſt provoking and crying lin, 
I know nothing chat is. If any here ſhall objeR, thatI am very 
harſh and ſevere: give me leave to tell chem, chat I never was 
their Auditor my ſelf ; bur, as a fuller convition, and a much 


ſtronger * celtimony againſt chem, I have always obſerved by * yox Popubs,] 
the report and diſcourſe of many of their ſeduced followers, vox Dri. 


chat this is the very ſenſe and meaning thc they all pick out of 


their Sermons ; and belides,I haye read ſome of chetr plauſible 
| printed 


———m 


# Luk. g. 55. 


* 2 King,$.13. 


bt A&R. 24-16, 


printed Papers my ſelf, bur know not how to make any other 
conitruftion of chem. If ſtill they plead the integrity and fin- 
cerity of their own hearts, as perfely free from, and ucrerly 
ignorant and innocent of all ſuch evil intentions, as I alledge 
and charge upon them ; let me cell chem in the words of our 
Saviour, that they n know not what manner of [pirit they are of; tor 
moſt of them are as ſurely guilty, as he char once ſaid co the 
Prophet Eliſha, * But what « thy ſervant a Dog ? And this I 
could very eafily evince, and clearly demonſtrate, by referring 
them to their own, and others Experience abou five or ſix and 
ewenty years ago: when there were many as ſincere and zealous 
in their prerences for athorow Reformation, for the CAUSE 
of Jeſu: Chriſt, as they termed ir,for the advancement of Truth 
and the Gofpel,and for the ſalvation of Souls,as any pofſiby can 
be now ; who yer afrerwards ſav, and confeſſed, and bewailed 
themſelves, for that they unadviſedly had been roo acceflory 
and inſtrumental to pul! up the Flood-gaces,and let in a deluge 
of Rebellion,Confulion,and deſolation that ecſued thereupon. 
Which I earneſtly wiſh, that all our hor, young Non-Con- 
formiſts, and their affeionate fatious followers would ſe- 
riouſly lay well co hear, leſt a worſe Judgement than this of 
che _— be inflicted upon us. 

6. Laſtly, For that wilfu! Diſcbedience,and general Apoſtaſie from 
the true God, and his holy Laws and C ments ; Never ſure 
were the (bildren of Iſrael more puilry of this, thanrhe People 
of England are in theſe days. When, betwixta great deal of 
blind Ignorance, praftical Atheiſm, and open Profanefs on 
the one hand, and a great deal of Hypocrilie, ſpiritual Pride, 
and Obſtinacy in errour onthe other, che true Fear of God, 
Loveto his Name, and Obedience to his righteous Laws and 
Sratures ſeem co be quite extinguiſhed amongſt us. O the De- 
luge of Sin and Wickedneſs that ſeems to have quite over- 
flowed both Ciry and Country ! Where is the man chat with 


Nathaniel, may well be called an 1/r«clite indeed, as exerciſing 
himſelf (with St. Paw| ) to have p always a Conſcience void of offence 
both toward: God, and towards men ? It was the complaint of 4/- 
mighty God in ancient cime, and his upbraiding expoſtulacion 
g Jer. 2,10,11, with the Nation of the Jews; q Paſs ye over the Iſles of Chittins, 
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and ſee: ſend unto Kedar, and conſider diligently, and ſee if m_ 
e 


of Clrfoderanion; © | 
be ſuch a thing as this in the whole world; FHath a Nation chanthh 
their gods which are yet no Gods ? But my people hive changed their 
glory, for that which duth wit profit. Be aftoniſhed O ye Heavens at 
this, and be horrikly afr aid, be ye very deſolate , ſaith the Lord. 
For my people have committed two evils : thry have forſaken Me, 
the Fowntain of living waters, and hewn thems ont Ciſterns , broken 
Ciſterns that can hold no watr. And it may be as jultly ſaid and 
applyed to chis Nation of ours. Wherefore, as he ſpeak r af- 
ter, #ho ts the wiſe man that may underſtand this, and who ts he 
to whom the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken , that he may declare 
it, for what the Land periſheth, and is burnt ap like a Wilderneſs, 
that none paſſeth thorow ? And to this the Lord maketh anſwer, 
and ſaith, Becauſe men have forſaken my Law, which I ſet before 
them, and have not obeyed my woyce , neither walked therein ; but 
have walked after the imagination of their own heart, &c. 

Thus have Iruncbrough the forenamed lix particular capi- 
tal Crimes mentioned in the Scripeure, whereby common peo- 
ple, or the mixc maltirude, and Body politick of a Nation 


have provoked God to pour out his vials of wrath and fury in- 


this manner upon them ; And have likewiſe brought home my 
Diſcourſe, and made it appear apparently co you, that there 
are too too'many amngit us guiley of each of them. Noe bur 
that I-believe we have ow tens,owr thirties, and owr fifties of good 
aud rightrow per ſons _— us: For whoſe fakes, I hope and rruſt 
chat Almighty God will in his dve time look down from heaven 
in mercy upon us,and heal our Land. Now, for which of the a- 
foreſaid {insthi ſore judgement is laid upon us, I have given you 
mine Opinion already, and ſhall ſay no more, but (as I fatd) 


leave you all ro judpe: but judgezT would have you, your ſelves 


chiefly rather than others. Charity rowards chem, and fervenc 
Prayers for them would be very good and commendable in 
you,buc faichfulneſs and impartialicy cowards yourſelves is ve- 
ry neceſlary,and will be moſt proficable for you. And wherein 
any of you find your ſelves guilty, Tbeſeech you repent, for- 
fake your lins,and turn unto God by prayers,and tears,and firm 
reſolutions; and chen He will rurn from rhe fierceneſs of his 
wrath.When every one ſweeps before his own door,the ſtreers 
you know, will quickly be clean ; ſo let every one take br care 
to get the plague of his own heart _—_ and<cherchis fad judge- 
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mentof the Plague and Peſtilence,ſhall be as quickly removed 

from us. And ſo I have done with ebe third particular Subje&- 

marcer of our conſideration in the day of adverſity. 

4 The end of it, 4+ The foorth is, the end of it, or the mind and meaning of God 
therein. And that may be either 1, For the eryal, the tacherly 
chaſtiſemenr and corre&ion of ſome,viz.the righreous,his own 

e Prov.3.12.& true Children and Servants. For s whoms the Lord loverh, be cor- 

Heb.12.6-7> retteth;cven as a Father the Son in whom he delighteth. And there- 


Qc. ſore St. Peter's good counſel is, t Relowed,think it not ſtrange con- 
ex Per. 4, hy wwe the fiery tryal, which u to try you, act pb face Frans 
thing happened unto you : But rejoyce, inaſmuch as ye are part akers 


A 

of Gorif, ſ#fferings. Or elſe 2. For the juſt punifhmenc and de- 

fru&ion ot others,viz. the wicked and ungodly; according to 

* Job 31.3. & that of Fob, * 1snot deſtruttion to the wicked, and a ſtrange puniſh- 
Prov.1.24»KCc. ment to the workers of iniquity ? Or 3. laitly, _—_ and cer- 
& lia 1.19» rainly for the amendment and Inſtruction of all; The Apoſtle 
20: abſerves, that when the Father of Spirics afflits avd corres 

4 Heb. 12. 10: the children of men, /t & Þ for their profit, that ſo they may be par- 
x Iſa. 26.9, Fakers of his holineſs : And the Prophet tells ns,That x when Gods 
* Qued iguis judgements are in the earth,the end thereof ts, that the inhabitants of 
air3boc anj- the world may learn righteouſneſs. And bence it is that God. in 
mabus eſt affli- Scripture is ſometimes compared to a * Refiner, Mal. 3.3; and 


#tis. ſomerimes to a Threſher, Hab. 3.12. Whoſe fan 11in his hand that - 


he may thcrowly purge his floor but gather his wheat intohis garner. 
5. The way to +5, The lalt is, che good way and means that we are to uſe, 
have ic re- ghar ſoit may be removed from us, or at leaſt we may have ir 
epoved. ſanRified to us, And for this 1 refer you-ſor full ſatisfaftiones 
the uſefull and ſeaſonable Exhortation,ſer forth by the Church, 
and approved by Authoricy. And ſo here at preſent ic ſhal ſuf- 
fice briefly to tell you, that the ways and means are of twoſorts 
in general. 1. Moral and natural ; ſich as our own diſcretion 
reaſon prompe us unto; or che experience,and more mature 
knowledge of others dire& us unco. 2. Spiricual and Theolopi- 
cal ; and ſuch are patience and contenration,bhumble abmiſſon 


and ſelf-reſignation ; earneſt prayer and ſupplications, with 8- 
Amendment of life, and a real Reformation. I ſhall bue barely 
name theſe things, becauſe I delire to ſubjoyn ſomething by 
way of Motive to inforce the duty of Conſideration now in this 
difmal day of Adverſity: As, 
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7, There is nothing more proper 


ſent junAure of time; ſo muchthe Spirir of God here aſſures 
us. Now ir is the Wiſemans well known compariſon, y Verbum y Prov 25. 15. 
opportune diftuns, &c. A word fitly ſpoken is like Apples of Gold in 


pilkures of Silver, And if words (which we ſay are bur wind) only 
becauſe they are pertinent and ſeaſonable, be thus excellenr, 


beaurifull, and amiable inthe eſteems of rational men : ſurely 
then, Opus opportune fattum, a good work and duty ſeaſonably, 


ſeriouſly and well done and performed by us,is no leſs valuable 


in the account of Almighty God. It's very true, as che heathen « 71 
Orarcor long (ince obſerved; * That what's out of fcaſon,8&: our mer 
of faſhion, ſeldom meets wich peoples good liking and appro- 79% : Ifocr. 
bation: bur on the contrary,z Solowontells us,that God hath made XEccl. 3. 11. 


every thing beautifull in it's time. Such therefore is the Duty en- 
joyned here in this rexr;& chat very ſtrongly commends it co us. 

2. There is nothing more excellene and commendable as to 
the work and duty itſelf. Conſideration ! it is the ſearcher of che 
heart, the Manure of che Soul, che'foſterer of zeal,theremedy 
againſt ſecuriry,the improvement of Chriftianiry,the ladder of 
heaven, and che key of Paradiſe. Conſideration / it is as watering 
to Plants, as blowing tothe Fire,as Oyl co ſtiffe joynts, as Phy- 
fickco the ſick: Ir urgerh co repencrance, quickenetho Prayer, 
confirmerh Faich, kindlech Love, encourageth in well-doing, 
and refreſheth wieh heavenly conſolations. 


3. There is nothing more well-pleaſing and acceptable co Aot. 3. 
God. Enoch for this was rewarded with a Þ glorious tranſ{ation. t Gen. 5. 24. 


And indeed for what end hatch God given us the great things of 
his Law,commirted to us hu ſacred Oracleizcauſed che Scriptures 
co be wricten for our learning, ſent his Prophets to declare his 
ood will and pleaſure to us; yea, ſent forth his Son to reveal 
isthoughes, which are thoughrs of mercy, love & peace to us- 
ward dEqreciadpader chat all cheſe chings ſhould be ſligbred by 
us, burpondered upon in our-hearts, and well improved by a 
due and ſerious Conſideration. Andthe more we do ſo, the more 
withoue doubt we thall pleaſe him ; this being the belt way ro 
honour him, and to expreſs our thankfulneſs ig him for them. 


4- There is nothing more neceſlary, nothing more advanta= «27, 4. 


ious and profitable ro our own ſouls,as was ſhew'd you before 
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m the*-Inctrodution. Wherefore to conclude, would'it thou * P28f 324.5 ; 


þ Prov, 19. 17. 


i Pal, 41. 133» 
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be bleſfed in all thy Birerprizes and/Concernments wich the 
bleſſings of God 2 would'ſt chow have thy wnderſtandingenlightss 
ned with the knowledge of God? thine aff #tiozs inflamed with 
che love of God, thinebeare eſtabliſhed wich the Promiſes of 
God,thy ſolitarineſrcheared up with the fellowſhip of God,thy. 
«ff11ftion: fweerned and mitigaced with the comforts of Gadzand 
all rhy thoughts, words, and aftions regulated by the Commands 
of Goe? chen ler thy daily prattice be to Prey and Confeder.For, 
in the day of RINTER is nothing thes more proper and ſea- 
ſonable, nothing then more excellent & commendable,nothing 
thex more well-pleaſing and acceptable, nothing then (no-nor 
indeed at any timeelſe) more adyantagious, neceſſary and pro- 
firable. Con(ider therefore then eſpecially, and well and wiſely 
weigh with thy ſelf, x, The evil,diſafter,or viſitation it ſelf anhat- 
ſrever it be, that is bef alne thee. 2.. The Diſpenſer and of its 
3. T he ground, or the procuring and neritoriens eanſrof it, 4. The 
End, or the minil and net uning of God therein and: 15. The god way 
and mtanithat is tobe afed, that [0 it may be rerweved from thee; or 
elſe may be ſanttifted tothee,. + ; | firs 
To which wo It me leave hereto adde,inthe 
cloſe of all, one Obje& more, which you may do well eoexer- 
ciſe your Confiderationupon 3'Confider the Poor,ctheafflited metn= 
bers of Jeſw Chriſt : Whoſe wanes, and whoſe number erevery, 
much increaſed lincethis fad time of /i/itetion; and whoſe con 
dirion you may eaſily imagine muſt needs be ſoexceeding beip- 
leſs and deplorable, (ſince atl-crading and employment are al- 
moſtquitedead and gone)tharchere neverwas more reaſon for 
the Rich to conſider the Poorr And for your incouragementkiiom, 
b That be that hath pity wpontht Poor, lenidetbreente the Landy and: 
that which he hath given will he py _—_— Nether ſhall it'go 
wirhoura Bleffing in this world,as an Overplus; far;c Befſed:is 
the man that confi the poor; the Lord: will deliver hirw in the 
vinse of trouble : Tea, the Lori willipre(erve trins, and m alive, 
and he fall be ble ffed won the Earth. I, and for a further encou- 
ragement ſtill, dy my word andpromiſe co you beforehand, 
Thatwhar you ſhal:give ſhalnoc go encofthe Pariſh, burhal 
” Va 6m dowely ety upon RM for (0, I:am 
re, the Receiver General appointed by his Majeſty, thecan- 
did and untuinced Right Reverend Biſhop af this Diotefey will 
be well- pleaſed that * heneeferth ic ſhould be diſpoſed of, 
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